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Ground Rules!

Ground rules are a set of behaviours for classroom conduct. These can be set by  

the class tutor or created by the students. Allowing the students to devise the rules 

themselves give them a sense of responsibility. This in turn may make the students feel 

more enthusiastic about them and therefore stick to them more conscientiously. A set of 

rules should be established for both students and the tutor. The rules should be set at 

the beginning of the term. The importance of setting them at the start of a new term is so 

a good learning foundation can be established. This will ensure that both the students 

and tutor know exactly what is expected from them throughout the year and therefore no 

misunderstanding shall occur. Once the ground rules have been set the students should 

feel safe and relaxed with in their class of peers, feel confident to ask questions, express 

their views and free to make mistakes without any repercussions.  This should hopefully 

provide a mutual respect between the students in the class and lead to good relations 

between one another therefore enhancing their learning experience. The rules will also 

form a good tool to develop team building skills within the class, which will help support 

future tasks and activities the students embark upon. Informing students of their ac-

countability should they violate any of the rules is essential. It’s also important to stay 

consistent in your decisions when enforcing the rules, the student will think that the rules 

are trivial if consistency isn't maintained. But at the same time the tutor must remain 

sympathetic to students individual situations and offer help, counselling and direction 

where it is needed.  Ground rules should be reviewed periodically to ensure that they are 

effectively working and are still relevant to the class’ learning. Feedback on the Ground 



 

rules and the upkeep of these should be encouraged for both students and tutors refer-

ence and changes applied appropriately. !

Ground rules are set to prevent negative behaviour effecting learning. The rules 

are also there to support students in their learning and learning environment, allowing 

them to progress, flourish and achieve.!
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